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The environment has always been a big concern for me having lived for most of my life 

near Kings Cross & St. Pancras station, one of the most polluted parts of London. Seeing 

how, in the space of a decade, my local area has been transformed from a decrepit, 

industrial wasteland to a thriving hub of culture, innovation and public green spaces has 

inspired me to learn more about sustainable urban development.  Whilst studying 

History at UCL, I focused on the development of urban cities in 19th and 20th century 

Europe and understanding the kinds of social, political and economic issues that arose as 

a result of industrialisation. I wanted to intern at the Jerusalem Green Fund to put my 

academic understanding into a practical context. To live in Jerusalem, one of the most 

historical, yet still politically contentious cities in the world would be a fantastic challenge 

and an opportunity to learn about what people in other cities were doing to make their 

societies more green and sustainable.  

 

 

JGF founder Naomi Tsur has pioneered many of the green initiatives in Jerusalem, from 

recycling to major nature projects such as the Gazelle Valley Urban Nature Project. The 



Jerusalem Railway Park stands as one of her many green successes. Originally built by 

the Ottomans to provide a link between Jaffo Port and Jerusalem, the railway was a 

working transport link during the British Mandate and after the creation of Israel in 

1948. When the Jerusalem Malha station was chosen as the final stop for the reinstated 

Tel Aviv – Jerusalem train in 1998, the final 8 kilometers of railway track ending at the 

historic Ottoman Railway Station was abandoned, and fell into neglect, until Tsur’s plan 

to turn the abandoned track into a corridor park was implemented. Today the park 

promenade includes a wooden walkway and separate bike path, as well the original line 

which includes a history trail for tourists.  A testament to smart city planning, the 

renovated line intended to solve the problems of outer suburban alienation from the city 

centre and the increasing social detachment of communities along the line. The seven 

neighbourhoods that encompass the park represent a diverse array of Jerusalemites, of 

different faiths, nationalities, ethnicities, ages and socio-economic levels.   

 

Abandoned railway  

Over the course of several weeks in September, my task as an intern was to conduct 

interviews with people who visit the Railway Park to find out how they were interacting 

with the space. I spent much of my time exploring the pathway starting at the renovated 

old train station on David Remez Street, where I spoke to the stallholders selling 

Jewellery, clothes and sampled some hearty Middle Eastern street food, through to the 

Emek Refaim area, which has a bus stop full of free books for visitors to take and 

replace, and down to the Arab neighbourhood of Beit Safafa, where I met some of the 



younger residents. It was clear to see that the Railway Park had achieved its goals of 

bringing the communities together, and this is what makes it a unique location in the 

city. I observed a range of different people from local residents, to tourists, foreigners 

living in Jerusalem, parents with their children, students and young professionals. For 

most of the people I spoke to, the park was a place to relax with friends and family or 

take up sports activities. I was also keen to find out what park users thought more 

generally about green public spaces in Jerusalem. It was refreshing to hear how engaged 

people of all ages, backgrounds and nationalities were with their city and the different 

opinions on how to make the city more sustainable.  

 

Reading station at Emek Refaim 

 

To outsiders, it may seem like Jerusalem is a city rife with political divisions and social 

discord, however all of the Jerusalem residents I spoke to were fairly united in their 

desires to have more spaces like the Railway Park in the city. I could see that it was 

particularly beneficial as a public domain which offers a healthy green space for people 

to share and enjoy, and also in other cases such as the light rail in Jerusalem, which is 

currently the most effective, non-polluting transport link in the city.  

 

23 interviews conducted in total, 13 anonymous, additional interviewer David Dahlborn 

 

 

Asaf, 34, Biochemist 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you from? 

Jerusalem. 

How would you describe your nationality/faith/ethnicity? 

Israeli. 

Do you live locally to the park area? 

Yes about 10 minutes, by car. 

Do you remember what the park used to be like? 

Not all the stages, maybe I’ve only seen it at an advanced stage but before it was 

completely done, I was already using it for running but now I use it to go walking with 

my family. Nobody really remembers, part of it was Jerusalem but part of it was really 

like slums, no one really cared about it, it was like a backyard. 

What’s your favourite thing about this park?  

I really like this path but especially because it really connects all of the neighbourhoods 

along the road, especially the German colony, it’s very easy from anywhere to get out, 

the park is very nice and very useful for us. It’s more diverse because there are many 

people here who are not from Jerusalem at all, it’s become a touristic attraction. 

 

What do you think needs improving? 

Even though this place is close, I still need to take a car. 



Do you use any other green parks/spaces in the city? 

I don’t know but Independence Park is very good if you have a dog, which we have. 

Would you consider Jerusalem to be a green city? 

I would say Jerusalem is quite a green city, in terms of having parks, there are enough I 

mean you can never have too much. 

What in your opinion would make Jerusalem a greener city? 

The main problem is accessibility. The public transportation is complex in Jerusalem, it 

makes you want to invest what money you have into buying a car. All the money you 

have goes on parking and fuel as long as you don’t have to go on public transport. I 

definitely think transport should be more accessible, I’m talking about trains in 

particular, yes in Jerusalem we have a sci-fi style light rail, but I mean other forms. Also 

the buses don’t reach anywhere in one line, you have to always switch lines. I live only 

13km from my workplace but it’s rough walking, it would take me an hour and a half, 3 

buses in each direction so it’s quite a problem. 

Galit, 16, Student & Part-time Babysitter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you from? 

Jerusalem. 

How would you describe your nationality/faith/ethnicity? 



I’m Jewish and Israeli. 

Do you live locally to the park area? 

Kind of. 

How often do you use this park? 

Every day I’m running here, I’m training for the marathon, I’m visiting friends, you 

know, hanging out here. 

Do you remember what the park used to be like? 

It used to be terrible, that’s why nobody came to Emek Refaim because you needed to 

go a long way to get there. It was difficult and there were all kinds of animals. Just eww! 

What’s your favourite thing about this park?  

At night this place is really cool. It doesn’t feel like a place where you are scared to go. I 

really feel comfortable here, also for religion, this station is open during Shabbat I think 

this is a really great decision. When I was little, this area was mostly Jewish not Arab, 

now it’s more mixed. It’s better because when people are scared, they hate, when they 

see we are just people, even though we don’t speak with them, we are all living in the 

same place. I live near Abu Tor, East Jerusalem, so this is nice because the Arabs, the 

Palestinians also come here, even though we don’t have a connection, I don’t speak to 

them here, it’s still a better feeling. I think that if there are many kinds of place like this, 

it would be wonderful and would connect all the parts of the city. 

What do you think could be improved? 

I think that if there are many more  places like this, it would be wonderful and would 

connect all the parts of the city. 

Do you use any other green parks/spaces in the city? 

Yes but there are not a lot of places in Jerusalem. You need to go to the hills outside. I 

travel a lot with my family but not so much to places in Jerusalem. This park is nice but 

there’s not so much here otherwise. 

What in your opinion would make Jerusalem a greener city? 

The garbage is really absurd. Maybe it’s getting better but in the beginning people didn’t 

care, they threw all the garbage around….and I ride my bicycle to school, it is ok along 

here but there are places that are really dangerous to ride. Bike paths need investment 

and improvement. 

 



Ben Tamari, 72, Economist, Retired 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you from? 

I was born in Jerusalem but my parents left when I was 2. When I was 24 I came back 

to study economics. I have been living here since 1964.  

How would you describe your nationality/faith/ethnicity? Israeli. 

Do you live locally to the park area? Yes. 

How often do you use this park? 

I come to the park everyday around 2 o clock, from the gas station to the new train 

stations, it’s around 2 or 3 km. I have to go each day to this place because I have a 

problem with my health, I must walk for at least 40 minutes a day 

Do you remember what the park used to be like? 

Before it was wild, neglected. Naomi Tsur is a pusher for change. I think most of the 

people are happy with it now, my wife loves it. It has made the whole area much better. 

For me it is too synthetic, I like the savage, the wild. 

What’s your favourite thing about this park?  

What is good here, you can go to walk, it’s a line for 5km, people use it to run or walk. 

There is no park in Jerusalem like this, there are gardens, to play but not to walk, so this 

place is unique. 

What do you think could be improved? 



The wooden path is not convenient to walk on, it is not straight. You’ll see that children 

and old people mainly walk on the bike path. For people with health problems, with bone 

problems, it’s not convenient for them. Also this area was supposed to be the main road 

from the suburbs to the Old city, since they built the park, there are now too many cars 

on Emek Refaim.  

Do you use any other green parks/spaces in the city? 

I have a garden in my home, but now I mainly come here. 

Would you say Jerusalem is a green city in general? 

People of faith love Jerusalem because of the holiness. People like me who are secular 

don’t feel so good. It’s not free. Here the Moshava is a free area because the Ultra-

Orthodox live in the north so I’m not so miserable.  

What in your opinion would make Jerusalem greener? 

I think they need to plant much more trees. To clean Jerusalem and to plant trees, 

especially on the north side of Jerusalem and on the East side. The Arab places are 

terrible, no gardens or trees, they must plant much more, in the Jewish ultra-orthodox 

and Arab areas. Here, it is ok because they can pay for water, to clean it, you see most 

of the citizens have green in private areas but the city must invest more publically so 

they can plant in the poorer neighbourhoods. 

Hadas, 28, Medical student 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Where are you from? 

Originally I am from Haifa but I’ve been living in Jerusalem for 6 years. 

How would you describe your nationality/faith/ethnicity? 

I’m Israeli and orthodox. 

Do you live locally to the park area? 

Yes I live close by. 

How often do you use this park? 

I often come here with my baby. 

Do you remember what the park used to be like? 

I remember when it was nothing, it was neglected, and they made this place really nice. 

What’s your favourite thing about this park? 

I really like it here, I can see the change it’s done for the neighbourhood. I see people 

here all the time on Shabbat, I see all kinds of people from all neighbourhoods around, 

walking, doing sport, children and old people. I like the architecture, how the place 

looks, how it combines the old rail with plants. The path connects between all kinds of 

neighbourhoods, and really makes use of the history of Jerusalem. On Shabbat, you can 

see the difference in people, some are doing sports but the religious people don’t do so 

much sports during this time, some go cycling so you can see the diversity. 

What do you think could be improved? 

Maybe the path is too narrow.  

Do you use any other green parks/spaces in the city? 

Sometimes, I have a small park close by my house and few more but usually I like to 

walk here. There’s a park called San Simon that’s really near my house. 

Would you say Jerusalem is a green city in general? 

I don’t think so. 

What in your opinion would make Jerusalem a greener city? 

I don’t know. There’s not enough room for parks. There’s some open area but they are 

already used. There’s a few of them. I’m not sure but I know that the awareness of 

recycling is better than before but it could be mor 



Serena Al, 17  

Student 

 

Where are you from? 

Jerusalem. 

How would you describe your nationality/faith/ethnicity? 

I am a Muslim Palestinian but I live in Israel and I have Israeli citizenship. 

Do you live locally to the park area? Yes. 

How often do you use this park? 

I usually come here with friends 3 days a week. My grandmother lives here so when I 

come I visit her. I also come with my cousins and friends and we walk, even with my 

mother and father, we all come here and start running, or playing sports then I take my 

sister to play in the playground. 

Do you remember what the park used to be like? 

This place used to be for trains, but I didn’t get a chance to see any trains coming 

through here, it was like a desert, no trees or flowers, but after that they turned into a 

park and planted trees, but the playground was here before. 

What’s your favourite thing about the park?  

I like the trees very much, they made it into a very green place and I like this kind of 

thing. In Beit Safafa, we never had any parks like this, this park has made lots of 

changes. Many people in our neighbourhood come here, we meet them and we meet 



new people. Here I even meet Jewish people, they play with us or talk with us in 

Hebrew, I speak a little Hebrew but we don’t have a big talk. 

Do you use any other green parks/spaces in the city? 

In Jerusalem no, but some other places in Israel. 

Would you say Jerusalem is a green city in general? 

Well kind of. Not really green but its fine, it’s better than some other places. 

What in your opinion would make Jerusalem greener? 

I want to see trees of course but I don’t know how I want to improve it. The centres for 

play, I don’t know, it can be anything to improve here. I was thinking it was more about 

changing the people here, not the area.  

David, 43, Architect  

 

Where are you from? Jerusalem 

How would you describe your nationality/faith/ethnicity? 

I come from Gibraltar so I’m British and Jewish. They say the Gibraltarians are more 

British than the British.  

Do you live locally to the park area? Yes. 



How often do you use this park? 

She goes to nursery that way, I use the cycle path. 

Do you remember what the park used to be like? 

I own an apartment by the park, when I bought it. They used to talk about how it used 

to be, it was a waste ground and now it’s fabulous, our standard of life has gone up. 

What’s your favourite thing about this park?  

It’s definitely a space where people are always walking up and down running, it’s very 

active; this is not a place where you sit down. Since it’s been built I don’t meet new 

people but I see lots of different people. We live next to an Arab village, so you see the 

Arabs, and when I cycle down to Beit Safafa I see the village which is interesting, but 

apart from that you mainly see people you know.  This area is mixed with secular 

people, different types of religious people and the Arabs. There’s also a lot of Hutznikim, 

people like me who come from abroad. All this area is English speaking, you also hear a 

lot of French so it’s very diverse. People who come from outside are more open and 

more understanding. Where I come from in Gibraltar, the people are quite similar to 

here, they’re quite warm. There’s a mixture here of the Middle Eastern aggressiveness 

but also very warm people.  

What do you think could be improved? 

They tried to charge the residents for the work they did which we are still contesting but 

it’s clean and completely fine for the kids to come down.  

Do you use any other green parks/spaces in the city? Not really. 

Would you say Jerusalem is a green city in general? 

Green city, the truth is I’ve always lived in this area and since we have this green belt it 

feels like that but I guess it depends on where you live, in some areas like Katamon and 

that, you don’t really see much green. Here is great they’re developing another park 

opposite, it’s great that this piece of green belt, they’re keeping it. 

What in your opinion would make Jerusalem greener? 

They started developing cycling paths but it’s still, its stops up in King David and then 

good luck so I think the light railway has helped a lot in that sense, and I think electric 

bikes have helped a lot because when you live in a hilly place like Jerusalem, nobody 

wants to get a bike because it’s very hard to cycle, whilst in Tel Aviv you see everyone 

cycling so from that aspect I think if they start developing new cycle paths its quite a 

small city so it would really help and places to park your bike which I find very hard, it’s 



hard for electrical bikes, there are no facilities, I think it’s something which is good for 

the city. 

Erga,  

New Resident  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you live locally to the park area? 

Yes, I just moved into this area two months ago but I used to come here before 

How often do you use the park?  

I always come here. All my neighbours come here 

Do you remember what it used to be like? 

It wasn’t like this. Before there was nothing here, maybe a couple of restaurants but 

nothing more. 

What’s your favourite thing about the park?  

I can see that they really care about this place, we like it because we can come here and 

do things. Every time there is something new, like shows and everything for Shabbat 

and holidays so I think it's great. 

I think what's beautiful about this place is that you won't feel it's a religious space, not 

Christian, Muslim or Jewish, it's good for everybody. I mean if you want something 



religious you only need to walk 10 minutes and then you are into the Old city. I think 

non-religious spaces are better because the places only for the Jews, the Christians, and 

the Muslims are the problematic areas. 

What in your opinion would make Jerusalem a greener city? 

I want to see more gardens in the city and parks for the dogs. Although I think we have 

a lot of parks, there is nothing for the dogs.  I want to be able to walk the dog and let 

him loose sometimes. I can't just let him run around, even here. In Tel Aviv, they have 

lots of places for dogs but not so much here. 

 

Jonathan Harris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you live locally to the park area? 

Yes we are local residents 

Do you remember what the park used to be like? 

It used to be a garbage dump. The transformation is wonderful. It has changed the 

neighbourhood completely, that in conjunction with the remodelling of the first station, 

they have turned it into a place for both tourists and residents. 

What’s your favourite thing about this park?  

You can just go for a walk, the kids are out here at night, just hanging around and 

talking. It's definitely a place where you can get away from your house, which is 

frequented by lots of people so it feels safe.  

Would you consider Jerusalem to be a green city? 



You’re talking to someone who believes there is never enough. I don’t know, I only know 

of some like this. This is phenomenal. The most important aspect for me about 

Jerusalem is the people, they are amazing and wonderful. 

What in your opinion would make Jerusalem a greener city? 

In terms of improving the city overall the thing that I think would have to be making the 

neighbourhoods cleaner. If you went around the neighbourhoods you'll see open 

dumpsters, trash all over the place, and there are areas of Israel that are kept clean but 

in this area, I guess it's not up to the standards that I'm used to.  

 

Noam, 24, Student 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you from? Jerusalem. 

Do you live locally to the park area? Yes. 

How often do you use this park? I use this route, every day, all the time. 

Do you remember what the park used to be like? 

When I walk down it, I often think about what it used to be like, before they beautified  

it.  

 

What do you think needs improving? 



Personally I like the fact that there is so much history to this site. It's important for me 

as a resident of Jerusalem that places of historical importance are maintained. And I 

think the most important thing for the future of Jerusalem is to make sure that spaces 

are for everyone and not just for one set of people.  More should be done to preserve 

the historic heritage of the old railway line 

 

Anonymous,  Students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerusalem resident (Left), Local park resident (Right) 

 

Where are you from? Jerusalem 

Do you live locally to the park area? 

(Right) I live really close  

(Left) And I live really far 

How often do you use this path? 

(Right) I come here every day, and sometimes with friends  

Do you remember what the park used to be like? 

(Right) A little bit but no 

What’s your favourite thing about this place?  



(Right) I think the space is really nice. It's really comfortable and quiet, and very 

beautiful. We don't think there are so many places like this here, the rest of Jerusalem 

isn’t the same like this. 

(Left) I also think it’s really beautiful, here they do a lot of things, in other places it’s 

not the same. It’s really fun to hang out here. 

What in your opinion would make Jerusalem a greener city? 

(Right) It’s hard to find places here that are clean and healthy, and where you feel 

secure. I want to see more green, there are a lot of buildings. Here is really nice so I 

think it would be great if there was more like this.  

 

Photography by Sonti Ramirez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


